May 14, 2008

 Dear Friends:

The situation in Burma is desperate. The UN estimates nearly 102,000 are dead and another 202,000 are still missing. Another 1.5 million people are in need of emergency aid. Burma state media now says 32,000 confirmed dead.  

 Many international agencies and many governments are working towards the avoidance of a second catastrophe. The local units of UNHCR, Red Cross, World Vision, and Save the Children stationed in Burma are assisting the people by providing first aid, water, food, clothing and all other basic needs. 

 Nearly 40 percent of those killed in the cyclone were children and hundreds more have lost their parents. We have established contact in Burma and according to reports, malaria and dengue fever, which are endemic to the area, are set to increase. Friends in Burma tell us thousands of Burmese, including children, are lined up to beg for food and water. Power and communications are very limited. The majority of the 1.5 million homeless people are living without safe drinking water.  

 Hope is Life Foundation will do exactly what it did for the tsunami victims in the year 2005. As soon as we receive our visas, we will be traveling to Burma to do whatever we can with the amount of money we have to help families and children rebuild their lives. As individuals, we want to show our love and comfort to hundreds of children who lost their parents and make sure they have support to continue their lives…as many as we can.

Hope is Life Foundation has started a campaign to raise funds for Burma . If you would like to donate to our Hope for the Burmese Fund, please visit our website, www.hopeislife.org or send a check to Hope is Life Foundation ear mark Burmese Fund and send to Hope is Life Foundation, P.O. Box 261 , Fairport, New York14450, USA .  You will receive updates on a regular basis.

PS: Please visit my bog at  www.natyogachandra.blogspot.com for more information on Burma
 Nat Yogachandra
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