Letter from Asia #1
Greetings. It’s been only 30 days since we left Rochester for Asia. But, it looks like a long time and Mother Earth seems to be very angry, showing her fury at people all over the planet. Just this week, a massive 8.2 magnitude earthquake struck off the west coast of Indonesia. I thought this was another tsnami – anything over 7.0 is considered to be a bad news. Well, I do not think none of us wish to see the horrible sight on TV again. 
Take a look at the past month. As we were settling down in Asia, Peru was picking up the pieces from a powerful earthquake that destroyed the town of Pisco, killing hundreds of people and plunging thousands into shock, injury and hunger. Then, while I was looking for an International School for our youngest daughter, the earth was shaking in the Philippines, Indonesia and Brazil and heavy floods in India, Bangladesh and China left millions homeless. And, hurricane Dean was furiously heading towards Mexico, leaving heavy destruction. Just imagine, nearly five million were left homeless in Bangladesh, last month. 
Sometimes, we tend to complaint about the traffic or the coffee is too hot or cold, or we do not get enough Apple ipod phone in stock or the garbage collectors do not come on time.. if we think we have it bad, the seemingly endless stream of earthquakes, storms and flash floods that are happening around the world on almost daily basis should remind us how tiny we are in the scheme of things, how bad for us to lose our patience – or more important is how dangerous it is for ourselves to live in the illusion of safety. We take everything for granted in our comfortable life… at least this is what we did living in Fairport. 
As I mentioned earlier, Mother Earth is very angry… Again just take a look past month. It all started with a powerful earthquake in Russia’s Sakhalin islands, that triggered a tsnami effect in Hokkaido in Japan, while the country was hit with typhoon. Then the flash floods in India, North Korea, China, and Bangladesh, and the huge fire in Greece, left so much of suffering to millions. 

I really feel sorry for the Indonesians. The country has endured repeated major quakes in this present day and age. During Tusnami, more than 220,000 Indonesians were killed. Again, just last year, a quake hit the mainland Java, killing more than 5,700 people. Two months after this another quake killed more than 600. My hearts go to the poor people over here. 

Even if we put earthquakes aside, we still cannot escape Mother Nature’s non-earthquake messages, such as flash flood, heavy rain, prolonged drought, wild fire and mudslides, inflicted upon to this once upon time beautiful paradise earth. 

Despite a relatively calm hurricane season in the U.S. in 2006, the world experienced more weather-related disasters than in any of the previous three years. Nearly 100 million people were affected.By the way, this week’s earthquake in Indonesia was so powerful, that was felt in neighboring Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand, where office building swayed and shook. But, fortunately the Yogachandra family did not feel it.

It is sad to see our Mother Earth is crying in pain, while we continue to neglect our duty of restoring nature. The world is running out of time to head off catastrophic climate change, and now it has become the duty of each one of us to put pressure on political and community leaders to address the climate crisis.  Well, that’s all for now. Please remember those billions who are unfortunate and the victims of the mother nature’s disasters in your thoughts and prayers.

Natascha, Debbie and Nat Yogachandra

